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From the Human Rights Center of the Metropolitan University, we reject the 

government’s refusal to allow the entry into the country of the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights, and their influence into denying the boarding of the 

Commission into the Copa Airlines plane that covered the Panama-Maiquetía route. 

The delegation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), 

integrated by Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, President of the IACHR, Paulo 

Abrāo, Executive Secretary of the IACHR, and Edison Lanza The IACHR’s Special 

Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression tried to enter into the country, to carry out an 

on-site visit, from February 4 to 8, per Article 48 of the Pact of San José and Article 18 

of its Statute. 

The IACHR is an institution of the Organization of American States, created to promote 

the observance and defense of Human Rights and to serve as an advisory body of the 

Organization in this area. For the victims of serious human rights violations, the on-

site visit was a unique opportunity to participate in the hearings and give their 

testimony, especially for those who have not been able to travel to the Commission’s 
headquarters. This was in itself a form of reparation. 

When the Venezuelan State, under the representation of the government that 

exercises control of the state forces, denied the possibility of arrival to Venezuela to 

the IACHR delegation, it denied the victims this opportunity, demonstrating, once 

again, its lack of commitment to the Human Rights of its citizens. 

The Commission is not a political institution. We repudiate the fact that the government 

exercised by Nicolas Maduro is trying to deceive public opinion by pointing out that 

this visit was presumably political. Without going any further, the IACHR made an on-

site visit to the Republic of Chile between January 25 and 31, 2020, following up on 

the Human Rights situation in the context of the recent social protests in that country. 

Even though the Venezuelan executive branch denounced the American Convention 

on Human Rights in 2012 and the Charter of the Organization of American States in 

2017, according to Article 23 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela, international treaties "have constitutional rank and prevail in the internal 

order." Also, article 143 of the Charter states that, while the treaty may be denounced, 

the effects on the denouncing State shall cease only "after it has fulfilled its obligations 
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under the present Charter." The Venezuelan State still has economic and human rights 

obligations to the inter-American system. 

The rights and duties violated up to the time of publication of this statement are: 

1. Right to address petitions or complaints to international human rights 

institutions, as the victims and the civil society organizations were denied the 

opportunity to testify to the Commission’s delegation, as provided in article 31 of 

the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

2. The right to freedom of information and expression, as the victims and the 

civil society organizations, were unable to submit their statements to the 

Commission's delegation (right enshrined in art. 19 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights -ICCPR-, art. 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights -UDHR-, art. 4 of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man 

-ADRDM- and art. 57 and 58 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela -CBRV-) 

3. Obligation to provide the Commission with all the facilities necessary to 

carry out the on-site visit, including freedom of mobility throughout the national 

territory, as established in Articles 56 and 57 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights. 

We are faced with an authoritarian decision taken by the government of Nicolás 

Maduro, which maintains the factual control of state forces, preventing international 

scrutiny and the observance of the Human Rights situation in Venezuela, this is 

contrary to the Constitution and demonstrates the disruption of the constitutional rule 

of law. 
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