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Repression at the University Interchange, 2017
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FOREWORD
Since the year 2006, the recently created
Department of International Studies had
been flirting with promoting studies on
Public International Law. Quite notably,
with disseminating information on how
the diverse international Human Rights
protection systems work, including the
jurisprudence of specialized courts in the
field and transitional justice. In this area,
the Unimet has been a pioneer.
A
group
of
professors
from
the
Department began to organize different
activities
that
the
students
enthusiastically received. The Human
Rights Unit of the Legal and Political
Studies Faculty at the Metropolitan
University was created to structure these
better.
This Unit would reinforce the emphasis on
this subject, which was included as an
essential part of the very curriculum for
obtaining a degree in Law.

As previously stated, the focus was mainly
internationally oriented, since one of the
goals was for this operational Unit to
stand out from other universities’ Human
Rights Centers across the country.
Rapidly, the evolution of political events
in Venezuela led the students to defend
democratic principles, such as freedom of
expression, the right to vote, personal
freedom, and many other civil and
political rights that have been violated
throughout the country last decades.
The Human Rights Unit, along with the
professors from the Department of Legal
Studies, took to supporting the university
students who went out to the streets to
protest and were exposed to excesses,
arrests, and abuses by the State security
forces. Alliances were formed with other
universities, most relevantly with the
Central University of Venezuela and
Andrés Bello Catholic University. That
support was extended to the entire
Unimet community, as well as to the
detainees’ relatives.

Little by little, this Unit was getting
consolidated and had the crucial support
of a group of students who banded
together to back this effort by locating
their classmates in detention centers,
providing
logistical
support,
and
identifying the diverse security forces of
the State.
Since then, several generations of
students have been trained in the ongoing
fight for the defense of Human Rights,
and some have made this activity the
current nucleus of their professional lives.
I can not name anyone to avoid unfair
omissions. The fact that currently, two
former students of the University, now
professors and graduate professionals, are
at the head of the Metropolitan University
Human Rights Center, says a lot.
The international perspective has never
been lost, and the Unit introduced several
legal
remedies
before
international
organizations, as was the case when the
government decided to withdraw the
country from the jurisdiction of the InterAmerican Court of Human Rights based in
San José, Costa Rica.

Rodolfo Churión
Repression at the University Interchange, 2017

During the years in which the Caracas
Municipal Council’s Jesús María Olaso
Order was in force, the Human Rights Unit
was an active member of it. It rewarded
the
commendable
work
of
diverse
personalities and groups from the
Venezuelan civil society.
It is an honor to write this foreword for
the report that is being presented, which
reflects in itself the excellence of the
activity carried out. I wish the Center a
long existence, which will surely be
pivotal in the training of many more
generations in this subject, always
undermined, always in danger.
It
is
an
effort
that
undoubtedly
contributes to the strengthening of
principles of democracy, justice, and
civility that are sorely needed in the
country and the world.

Angelina Jaffé C.
Founder of the Metropolitan
University Human Rights Unit
(now CDH-UNIMET)
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
During the year 2018, the Complex
Humanitarian Emergency that the country
is going through intensified. However,
unlike the generalized repression of 2017
in the context of peaceful protests,
selective arrests took place in 2018
without judicial arrest warrants or in
flagrante delicto, under which even
enforced disappearances occurred, with
particular emphasis on a systematic policy
of criminalization of the human rights
defenders work.
Furthermore, a policy of impunity is also
maintained against the murders that
occurred in 2017.
Nicolás Maduro lost his legitimacy of
origin in the electoral event of May 20,
2018, a situation he ratified by taking the
oath of office as President on January 10,
2019. On January 23, Juan Guaidó,
President of the Legislative Branch, was
sworn as Interim President of Venezuela,
after an analogous and comprehensive
application of various articles of the
Venezuelan Constitution, which generates
a duplication of power within the
Venezuelan State.

Charlie Barrera / Crónica Uno
Student at the entrance of the University, 2017

A new wave of protests began in 2019,
with a much shorter duration than those
arisen in 2014 and 2017. However, the
murder of 62 people as a result of these
protests was documented. We also
recorded the forced disappearance of
journalists,
press
workers,
and
a
restriction on the right to freedom of
expression.
Even though a commission from the
United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights was in
the country, a policy of persecuting
dissenters was maintained as a form of
attack to the civilian population.
Similarly, the deterioration of essential
services, especially the electric service
and threats to the Unimet university
campus, was recorded.
Despite this complex context, the CDHUNIMET widened its reach and impact on
national and international levels, by
carrying out diverse individual activities
and other ones in conjunction with other
human rights organizations and civil
society.
1
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PRESENTATION
From the Human Rights Center of the
Metropolitan University, we present the
first edition of our Annual Report on the
context and patterns of human rights
violations in Venezuela. This edition will
be Biennial. It will cover the period from
January 2018 to December 2019, focusing
on
the
human
rights
violations
documented by the CDH-UNIMET during
this period, the incidence and other
activities that we have carried out from
the Center.
Since January 10, 2017, when we went
from being a Human Rights Unit to a
Center, we have kept track of the human
rights violations that have been verified
in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
We focus mainly on cases where members
of the university community are involved,
by providing free legal assistance and
representation to members of the Unimet
community and their relatives in cases of
human
rights
violations.
Especially
regarding situations of arbitrary arrests,
torture,
illegal
raids,
extrajudicial
executions, which have occurred in the
context of peaceful protests called by the
student movement.

During the year 2018, the Center
established two areas of specialization: in
International
Criminal
Law,
which
included the analysis of transitional
justice mechanisms, led by Professor
Andrea Santacruz, and an area focused on
Human Rights, including, since 2019, the
issue of the Venezuelan migration and
refugee crisis, led by Professor Victoria
Capriles.
To carry out this report, we use a
documentary methodology, by obtaining
information
from
the
media,
and
information
provided
by
other
organizations. Likewise, several of the
cases presented here are handled by the
CDH-UNIMET, which made it possible that
the information was gathered through
interviews with the victims and the
information provided by court records.

Andrea Santacruz S.
Executive Director

Victoria Capriles M.
Deputy Director
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STATE BREAKDOWN
AND COMPLEX
HUMANITARIAN
EMERGENCY
Faced with grave and systematic human
rights violations and the depletion of
justice in Venezuela, it has become urgent
for a change to occur. This was expected
to materialize with a democratic renewal
of the public powers, having as a starting
point the parliamentary elections of
December 2015, where there was a
significant electoral participation of more
than 70%, which resulted in a plural
rearrangement of the National Legislative
Power. The idea was to counterbalance
the Executive’s abuses and the lack of
independence of the public powers
subordinated to the President.
Unfortunately, with the support of the
Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ), since
January 2016 the national government
established a Regime of Legal, Political
and Administrative Exceptionality that in
practice revoked the Constitution, on the
grounds of an alleged “economic war”
promoted by “enemies, internal and
external threats” which remains until
today [1].

Through this regime, the government
deployed a brutal repressive public force
against the broad rejection manifested by
the population, as was the case in 2014
when
it
maintained
control
over
parliament and applied severe economic
restrictions on imports that alarmingly
aggravated the economic and social
conditions of the country, in a scenario of
extensive poverty, social violence and
profound deterioration of institutional
capacities to provide essential goods and
services to the population [2].
The new regime marked the breakdown of
the constitutional and democratic rule of
law in Venezuela and transformed the
country’s situation into a Complex
Humanitarian Emergency [3].

[1] Monitor Civilis-DDHH (2017). Constitution and States of
Exception [Spanish]. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/2WOPWNZ
[2] PROVEA (2017). Human Rights Situation in Venezuela: Annual
Report January – December 2016 [Spanish]. Retrieved from:
https://bit.ly/3beqEh4
[3] A term coined at the end of the eighties by the United
Nations to define a type of humanitarian crisis whose origin is
political and includes: the collapse of the formal economy and
state structures, civil conflicts, famines, sanitary disasters, and
the exodus of the population. Dictionary of Humanitarian Action
and
Development
Cooperation.
Retrieved
from
https://bit.ly/2W9IdL3
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With the States of Exception and
Economic Emergency, unlimited powers
were given to the President of the
Republic [4] and the country’s courts were
used
as
an
instrument
to
deny
Venezuelans
the
exercise
of
the
constitutional right to request the
revocation of the presidential mandate,
barred the legislative and comptrollership
powers of the parliament -to the point of
transferring them to the Constitutional
Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice
(TSJ as per its acronym in Spanish)- and
endorsed the call and the fraudulent and
unconstitutional election of a National
Constituent Assembly (ANC as per its
acronym in Spanish), designed so it could
only be formed by supporters of Chavism,
with powers to change the Constitution
per the concept of “direct democracy of
the People’s Power,” which originally
comes from the constitutional reform of
2007 and was rejected by popular
referendum,
which
suppresses
the
principle of democratic sovereignty in
which the power of the State rests on the
free will of the people [5].

The ANC established itself as the
supreme power of the State.
This figure absorbed the public powers’
competencies. During 2017 and 2018,
senior officials were removed and ratified,
judicial investigations were put into
motion against protesters and dissidents,
and various laws were passed, including a
criminal law of censorship against civil
liberties. Also, electoral processes were
convened
to
designate
regional,
municipal, and presidential authorities
without
guaranteeing
the
minimum
standards of an actual democratic
election, including the prior authorization
for the exercise of functions by the
elected candidates.

The state of exception and the ANC put an
end
to
democratic
instruments
in
Venezuela, fencing the population in a
terrifying
humanitarian
crisis.
This
includes shortage of medicines and death
of people due to their prolonged
deprivation, high levels of food insecurity,
high rates and deaths from malnutrition,
paralysis
of
health
services,
hyperinflation, shortage of cash, the
collapse of essential services (water,
electricity, and gas) and disappearance of
companies, jobs, and ground and air
transportation.
Because
of
this,
unprecedented migration and refugee
crises have generated in the region.
This complex humanitarian emergency has
been raising alarms, in 2016, through
statements made by the former Secretary
of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon[6],
and the High Commissioner for Human
Rights[7], Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein; through
the
reports
of
the
Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)[8].
In 2018, appeals from the United Nations
Refugee Agency (UNHCR)[9] sclaimed that
there was a need to coordinate an
international humanitarian response to
attend to the large number of Venezuelan
migrants fleeing Venezuela and the
extreme precariousness of their situation
in destination countries.

[4] IACHR (2016). IACHR Expresses its Concern Regarding the
Declaration of a "State of Exception and Economic Emergency" in
Venezuela. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/35Dw0l
[5] Civilis-DDHH (2017). National Constituent Assembly Attemps
to Establish a Regime that Suppresses the Exercise of Democratic
Sovereignty [Spanish]. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/2yBjgze
[6] Ban
Ki-moon: "There is a Humanitarian Crisis in Venezuela" (August
10,
2016).
La
Nación.
[Spanish]
Retrieved
from:
https://bit.ly/3cbmpV6
[7] Examen ONU Venezuela. (2016). Speech by the UN High
Commissioner at the Sessions Opening of the Human Rights
Council [Spanish]. Retrieved from https://bit.ly/2YJZBYy
[8] IACHR (2018). Country Report Venezuela, Situation of Human
Rights in Venezuela. Retrieved from https://bit.ly/2W9pv6e
[9] UNHCR (2018) As Venezuelans Flee Throughout Latin America,
UNHCR Issues New Protection Guidance. Retrieved from
https://bit.ly/2LeEky1
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Gregory and Geraldine's mothers in front of El Helicoide, 2018
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Unlike the generalized repression of
2017, selective arrests took place in 2018
without arrest warrants or being involved
in the commission of a criminal offense,
and
even
enforced
disappearances
occurred. The media have hardly reviewed
these cases due to the widespread selfcensorship in the country, which leads to
society’s lack of awareness of the torture,
inhuman and degrading treatment of
those who were victims. Of these cases,
the most outstanding for the CDH-UNIMET
is the one regarding the Community
Ambassadors Foundation.
The Community Ambassadors Foundation
(FEC as per its acronym in Spanish) is a
non-profit NGO that implements “youth
empowerment
programs
aimed
at
adolescents living in contexts of exclusion,
to improve their beliefs about their worth
and their abilities to improve their lives and
environment,” as it appeared on its now
disabled website [10]
It was created in Caracas, in 2008, as “an
initiative of university students who, after
having successful experiences in several
Model United Nations, decided to share
what they had learned with the nearby
popular communities, to pass on the tools
that they acquired to where they are most
needed” [11].

GREGORY HINDS
AND GERALDINE
CHACÓN
The Foundation’s vision was “to promote
leadership in Venezuelan youth so that
every young person is capable of generating
positive changes in his environment,” and,
among its most important objectives
were: (1) to improve self-concept, (2) to
generate an internal locus of control, (3)
to enhance academic training, (4) to
develop socio-emotional skills and (5) to
prevent antisocial behaviors[12].
Therefore, FEC members acted as human
rights
activists
and
human
rights
defenders. The Foundation's work is
linked to the right to education, freedom
of thought and expression, and academic
freedom of those who seek and grant
knowledge,
especially
to
those
in
situations
of
social
and
economic
vulnerability.

[10] As it appeared on its now
http://embajadorescomunitarios.org.ve/
[11] As it appeared on its now
http://embajadorescomunitarios.org.ve/
[12] As it appeared on its now
http://embajadorescomunitarios.org.ve/

disabled

website:

disabled

website:

disabled

website:
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On January 17, 2018, from the television
program “Con el Mazo Dando,” led by a
high-ranking state official, the Community
Ambassadors Foundation was mentioned
as an organization dedicated to the
indoctrination of Venezuelan youngsters
about capitalism:
"“Vivito” The Patriot informs us: Beware of
scams. The NGO Acción Humanitaria por
Venezuela, founded in 2016 and based in
Miami, United States, is requesting dollars
for an alleged aid for the Venezuelan
people. For raising funds, they are asking
through the Razoo website, money for
supposedly helping Venezuelan children.
This kind of internet hosted website allows
them to collect payment of dubious origin
under anonymous facades. Behind the NGO
Acción Humanitaria Venezuela, there is the
fugitive
David
Smolansky,
Francisco
Márquez, alias Pancho, detained by the
2014 guarimbas (roadblocks), he was
arrested in Cojedes, a fact that they denied
completely and assured that he was a wellbehaved boy. There he is doing guarimbas
from
the
United
States.
Katherina Hruskovec, Venezuelan, resides in
Miami,
Director
of
Embajadores
Comunitarios in Venezuela, in charge of
indoctrinating
Venezuelan
youngsters.”
(highlighted by us)[13]
This attack occurred within the context of
a systematic policy of criminalizing the
work of human rights defenders.
The United Nations Human Rights
Committee in its report on the Venezuelan
State in 2015, expressed its concern over
the issue of human rights defenders and
the
campaigns
of
aggression
and
harassment against them:

"[…] The Committee is concerned about the
reports that indicate that some persons who
contributed to its work within the context of
the examination of the fourth periodic
report of the State party were subsequently
the target of disparaging statements, on
account of their contribution, made by the
President of the National Assembly in the
television program Con el Mazo Dando, who
cited information provided by “cooperating
patriots” (Highlighted by us)[14]
It is important to remember that in
December
2017,
the
Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights published a
report on the human rights situation in
Venezuela. It was mentioned that:
"Expressions of political intolerance by
State authorities are not only opposite to
the full validity of human rights, but they
may also place a particular segment of the
population at higher risk in the event of
possible attacks. In light of this, State
agents
must
refrain
from
making
pronouncements
that
may
endanger
political
opponents,
human
rights
defenders, or journalists, and anyone else
identified as the opposition" (Highlighted
by us)[15]
Thus, on Wednesday, January 31, 2018,
officers assigned to the Bolivarian
National Intelligence Service (SEBIN as
per its acronym in Spanish), the country’s
political
police,
appeared
at
the
Foundation’s headquarters, without a
search or arrest warrant issued by a court
of the Republic.
[13] Anonymous [Tropalara]. (January 18, 2018). Con el Mazo
Dando broadcast #190 Completed on Wednesday 01-17-2018 with
Diosdado Cabello [Spanish]. [Video file]. Retrieved from
https://bit.ly/3frOZ6y
[14] OHCHR. (2015). Concluding Observations on the Fourth
Periodic Report of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Retrieved
from: https://bit.ly/2WBQyq3
[15] OAS (2017). Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Country Report "Democratic Institutionalism, Rule of Law and
Human Rights in Venezuela" [Spanish]. Retrieved from:
https://bit.ly/2WE8OPy
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Those State agents contacted the Director
of Finance and informed her of their
presence in the office and their need to
“ask her some questions”. The Director
was not in the office, and although the
officers did not have a search warrant,
one of the Foundation members decided
to grant them access to the FEC
headquarters.
A few minutes later, Gregory Hinds, a
Venezuelan-Barbadian
lawyer
who
graduated from the Andrés Bello Catholic
University and General Director of the
Foundation, voluntarily went to the FEC
headquarters,
where
SEBIN
officers
interviewed him. It should be noted that,
upon entering, the officers asked him to
hand in his two cell phones, so he was
held incommunicado from that moment
on.
On that same day, at around five o’clock
in the afternoon, the police got in touch
with Gregory Hinds again. They told him
that he had to accompany them to the
SEBIN headquarters in El Helicoide[16]
since he had to be interviewed again so
that it “would be recorded.” He went with
them, without being told he was being
detained
or
the
reasons
for
his
apprehension.
On Thursday, February 1, while at El
Helicoide and without being able to
communicate not even with his mother –
his only relative in Venezuela– or with his
lawyers, he was informed of his detention.
However, they did not provided him with
reasons for this. He was placed in a
dungeon without any ventilation, where
he remained until collapsing due to a lack
of oxygen.
From there, he was transferred to a
punishment cell allegedly known as “El
Tigrito,”

which, according to information provided,
is no longer than four square meters.
There is no artificial light, no windows,
and therefore no access to natural light
either in that cell.
In addition to sleeping on the floor,
Gregory went so far as to drink water from
the toilet tank, due to the officers’ refusal
to provide him with drinking water.
Along with him was a person who stated
that he was detained for kidnapping and
robbery and indicated that he was in that
cell for punishment, as he had tried to
stab another inmate. Furthermore, the
detainee wore a belt, allegedly known as
“pulpo,”
which,
according
to
his
statements, was used to hang and torture
him.
After five days of imprisonment, it was
known through informal channels[17] that
Gregory had been transferred again to a
space located on some stairs, where eight
other people were imprisoned for political
reasons. There were electric light and a
mat to sleep on in this place but under
unsanitary conditions.
Meanwhile, in the early hours of
Thursday, February 1, Geraldine Chacón, a
lawyer, graduated from UNIMET, and a
student of Liberal Arts at the same
institution was arrested by SEBIN officers,
who, without an arrest warrant, asked her
to accompany them to the Helicoide. They
told her she was to be interviewed in her
capacity as Director of the Ambassadors
Program, and then she would be returned
to her home.

[16] Located between the parishes of San Pedro and San
Agustín, in Caracas, the building is also used as a detention
center.
[17] During their entire detention, they were denied contact
with their relatives.
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That same morning, SEBIN officers
appeared in the houses of the Director of
Sustainability, the Director of Finance,
and
a
founding
member
of
the
organization. As they were not at their
homes, they informed their relatives that
they were of interest to SEBIN and should
go to the Helicoide as soon as possible.
On Friday, February 2, Gregory and
Geraldine were transferred to the Palace
of Justice, to be presented before a
criminal court. After eight o’clock at
night, the court decided to decline its
jurisdiction to the Court 31rst of Criminal
Control of Caracas’ Metropolitan Area, as
per the request of the Public Ministry
Prosecutor, who indicated that this other
court knew the facts regarding the case.
On Monday, February 5, over ninety-six
hours from their arbitrary arrest -contrary
to what appears in the Constitution[18]and
after
hours
of
waiting,
the
introductory hearing of Geraldine and
Gregory took place after five in the
afternoon. The 31rst Court of Control was
open, but its judge was nowhere to be
found (which it is an irregularity in itself).
Therefore the judge of the 30th Court of
Criminal Control took charge of the
hearing.

The Prosecutor of the Public
Ministry acknowledged that the
arrests were arbitrary,
and instead of requesting the absolute
nullity, corresponding to the Venezuelan
legal system, he invoked judgment No.
526 of the Constitutional Chamber of the
Supreme Court of Justice, which in his
opinion allows arrests to take place
without an arrest warrant and without any
crime being committed.

He imputed the following crimes: public
instigation
and
criminal
conspiracy
(articles 285 and 286 of the Criminal
Code). Besides, he requested for probation
measures to be imposed, precisely
periodic presentations every fortnight and
two guarantors, in lieu of deprivation of
freedom,
however,
disregarding
the
applicable legal requirements[19].
Even when the charged crimes were
among the least serious, he asked for the
ordinary procedure to be followed, in
clear violation of the procedural criminal
law, which establishes a particular
procedure for this type of crime.

[18] Article 44: Personal freedom is inviolable; therefore: 1. No
person shall be arrested or detained except under a court order
unless such person is caught in fraganti. In the latter case,
such a person must be brought before a judge within fortyeight hours of his or her arrest. He or she shall remain free
during trial, except for reasons determined by the law and
assessed by the judge on a case by case basis.

[19] Article No. 236 of the Criminal Code: The Control Judge, at the request of the
Public Ministry, may order the preventive deprivation of freedom of the accused,
provided the existence of 1. A punishable act deserving of denial of freedom
custodial punishment and whose criminal action is not found prescribed. 2.
Substantiated elements of assurance to consider that the accused has been the
author or participant in the action of a punishable act. 3. A reasonable presumption,
caused by the appreciation of the circumstances of the case, risk of absconding, or
of hampering the search of the truth regarding a specific investigation. Within
twenty-four hours following the Public Prosecutor’s Office request, the Control
Judge will decide on the request made. Suppose the requirements outlined in this
article are met to proceed with the preventive judicial deprivation of freedom. In
that case, an arrest warrant must be issued to the accused against whom the
measure was requested. Within forty-eight hours after his/her arrest, the accused
will be brought before the Judge, for the introductory hearing, in the presence of the
parties, and the victim, were they in situ. A verdict will be given regarding
upholding the measure imposed or replacing it with a less severe one. If the Judge
decides to maintain the measure of preventive judicial deprivation of freedom
during the preparatory phase, the Prosecutor must file an accusation, request the
dismissal or, where appropriate, archive the proceedings, within forty-five days after
the judicial decision is known. Once this period has elapsed if the Prosecutor fails to
file the accusation, the detainee will be released by a control judge’s decision, who
may impose an alternative probation measure. In any case, the Judge by request of
the Public Ministry shall order the preventive judicial deprivation of freedom of the
accused when reasonably presumed that he or she will not comply with the
process’s acts, per the procedure established in this article. In exceptional cases of
extreme necessity and urgency, and whenever the presumptions provided in this
article concur, the Control Judge, by request of the Public Ministry, will authorize by
any suitable means, the apprehension of the subject of the investigation. Such
authorization must be ratified through a well-founded decision within the twelve
hours following the arrest, and in the rest, the procedure provided in this article will
be followed.
Article No. 242. As long as the assumptions that motivate the preventive
judicial deprivation of liberty can be reasonably satisfied with the
application of another less severe measure for the accused, the court
handling the case, through an official letter or by request of the Public
Ministry or the accused, shall impose instead, by reasoned resolution,
some of the following measures…
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At CDH-UNIMET, we took on Gregory’s
criminal defense by opposing everything
as indicated by the Prosecutor, as set
forth under the Venezuelan law, and
requesting his immediate and unrestricted
freedom, also denouncing the inhuman
and degrading treatment derived from the
conditions of his detention. Unjustly, the
court
accepted
the
Prosecutor’s
arguments,
and
both
Gregory
and
Geraldine remained in custody.
On Wednesday, February 7, Geraldine’s
private attorney presented the guarantors’
supporting documents, and on Friday,
February 9, Gregory’s did as well. Under
the Venezuelan criminal procedure, the
court had a maximum period of 3 days to
provide such supporting documents to a
verification office, which does not
stipulate an established time to verify
that the presented guarantors meet the
required requirements.
Although the guarantor’s supporting
documents
were
provided
to
the
verification office since February 9, the
required procedure was never carried out.
Unofficially, it was known that this was
because they were expecting “superior
orders," without providing the name of
the authority that would give said order,
since the Venezuelan legal framework
does not establish such a function at the
head of any entity or body outside the
judicial branch.
In response to this, Geraldine Chacón’s
defense presented a petition for a writ of
amparo given the violation of the right to
freedom of its defendant. On March 12,
2018, Gregory Hinds’ defense filed a writ
before the 31rst Court of Criminal Control
requesting
the
enforcement
of
its
decision, demanding the immediate

verification of the guarantors’ supporting
documents. Therefore, the Court ratified
this official letter before the Guarantor’s
Office.
However,
Gregory
Hinds’
defense,
concerned about the time elapsed, in
which they were deprived of freedom,
considered that a measure of preventive
judicial deprivation of freedom was de
facto taking place. During this, the
duration of the investigation would be of
45 days, per the Venezuelan legal system,
so that at the end of this period the
Public Ministry would be obliged to
dictate a conclusive act, which should
have occurred on March 22, 2018.
On March 23, once verified that a
conclusive fiscal act had not been issued,
the CDH-UNIMET submitted to the 31rst
Court of Criminal Control a request to
release Gregory, per the Venezuelan legal
system (art. 236 of the Criminal Code). No
response was received.
On April 2, through a writ, the 31rst Court
of Criminal Control issued a release order
for both prisoners, subjected to probation
measures. Despite the court order, SEBIN
officials repeatedly refused to receive the
release order. At first, they stated that the
official letter No. 327-18 was incorrectly
addressed to SEBIN’s Director of Strategic
Investigations, instead of the DirectorGeneral, this being an empty formalism
that does not justify the non-execution of
the court order.
On April 5, the court issued a new official
letter
(No.
344-18)
following
the
indication given by SEBIN, In this
opportunity, the officials of this police
force alleged that they could not receive
it since "the system was down."
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On April 13, 2018, the aforementioned
Court issued a writ certifying that alleged
SEBIN officials had refused to receive the
official letter on April 6, 9, 10, and 11,
2018, issued by the 31rst Court of
Control, which notified the immediate
release order for Gregory and Geraldine.
Said officials alleged as an excuse that
“their system was down. Therefore they
were unable to enter the external
correspondence in it”. Given such refusal,
the Court decided to ratify the official
letters’ content where their immediate
release was ordered.

Due to this, both Gregory and
Geraldine were declared
prisoners of conscience by
Amnesty International.
On April 20, 2018, the bailiff service of
the Criminal Judicial Circuit of the
Caracas Metropolitan Area sent an official
letter to the 31rst Court of Control, which
certifies that they went to the SEBIN
headquarters on April 13, 16, 17 and 18,
and the release order was not received.
Regarding said refusal, the SEBIN alleged
that “the correspondence staff reported
that they did not have authorization from
their immediate boss to receive any
communication until they received orders
from the director of that national security
force.”
The bailiff service delivered similar
official letters at the 31rst Court of
Control: a) On April 23, after going to the
SEBIN headquarters on April 20 and 23; b)
On April 27, stating that they had
addressed the SEBIN headquarters on
April 16, 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27,
noting that April 20 and 27 were Fridays
and the SEBIN correspondence service
does not work;

c) On April 30, after going to SEBIN
headquarters on April 26, 27, and 30; and
d) On May 11, stating that they had
addressed the SEBIN headquarters on May
3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.
We want to highlight that on April 5,
relatives and lawyers spoke with officials
stationed at the SEBIN’s door. They later
told them that El Helicoide acts as “a
parallel court,” which means that the
police force reviews all the decisions
issued by a court of the Republic. Then
they decided whether or not to comply
with the order, and that recently "they
were not granting freedoms."
On April 11, CDH-UNIMET filed a Habeas
Corpus amparo for the protection of
freedom in favor of Gregory at the 11th
Court of Control, which was appointed to
hear the case. On April 13, Geraldine
Chacon’s defense did as well. The 40th
Court of Control was designated as a
court to decide on this. Neither was
agreed before their release.
On May 16, 2018, at the SEBIN
headquarters in El Helicoide, where
Gregory and Geraldine were still detained,
a demonstration was organized by people
arrested for political reasons and ordinary
prisoners. The inmates stated that they
were exercising their constitutional right
to peaceful protests and demanded
respect to the fundamental rights (due
process, right to defense, access to
justice), which they indicated SEBIN
agents had violated that. This information
was disseminated through numerous
media and social networks.
On May 17, it was informally and
unofficially known that SEBIN had retaken
control of the facilities after the
detainees had spoken with Prosecutors
from the Public Ministry,
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where it had been agreed to release
adolescents and adults with release
orders, as is the case with Gregory and
Geraldine.
On Friday, May 18, as the agreement
mentioned above was not fulfilled, we
were again informally informed that 18
women had started a hunger strike,
including Geraldine Chacón. On May 19,
along
with
other
human
rights
organizations, a request for probation
measures was sent to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights. Urgent
actions were attempted before Amnesty
International and the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders.
The latter is coordinated by the World
Organization Against Torture and the
International
Federation
for
Human
Rights.
On the morning of May 20, again
informally and unofficially, we were
informed that there had been an intense
search against the detained women. All
their belongings had been taken from
them, and the beds had been removed
from the place, forcing them to sleep on
mats. We were told as well that this was
the beginning of a severe punishment that
would be imposed on all detainees, even
those who were arbitrarily detained.
During May 20, CDH-UNIMET obtained
information that the women had lifted the
hunger strike, forced by the actions of
SEBIN, while only Geraldine remained in
the peaceful protest and had all been
uniformed.
That same day, the mothers of Gregory
and Geraldine went to the Prosecutor’s
Office and denounced the grave human
rights violations that their children had
been victims of.

These included the violation of the right
of freedom stated explicitly in articles 3
and 9 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, in article 9, section 1 of
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and article 44.5 of the
Constitution, for being deprived of
freedom even when there were release
orders issued for them since April 2; up to
their right to personal integrity and
health, both rights recognized in article 5
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, article 7 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and article 46 of the
Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela; as well as article 12.1 of the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and article 83
of the Constitution, respectively.
Regarding access to the file, the lawyers
were able to review it a few minutes
before the introductory hearing; but, the
record of the hearing and the detailed file
could only be accessed after the hearing
was held on Friday, February 23, since the
court alleged the absence of the titular
judge, the impossibility of printing the
record and that the judge in charge was
reviewing the file and record.
Subsequently, there has been selective
access, that is, the court sometimes
delivers one of the pieces that are part of
the file and, on repeated occasions,
claims to be working on it, so it does not
allow the revision of any part.
On June 1, 2018, four months after their
arbitrary arrests, Gregory and Geraldine,
along with thirty-eight other detainees on
account
of
non-judicial
political
decisions, were taken to the Chancellery,
headquarters of the Commission of Truth,
Justice, and Peace.
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This Commission was created by the
National Constituent Assembly and then
chaired by Delcy Rodríguez, where it was
determined that they were to be released
under probation measures.
The
SEBIN
never
returned
their
belongings to Gregory or Geraldine, even
when the Prosecutor’s Office ordered it.

Both Gregory and
Geraldine continue to be
subject to probation
measures despite various
requests for revocation.

Testimonials
"For me, the way I spoke and understood human rights changed entirely after being
the victim of arbitrary detention that led me to live months of confinement in
terrible conditions; after witnessing hundreds of injustices and abuses, and still
being subjected to an illegal process against me.
From that place of darkness, I irrevocably renewed my commitment to human rights, which today is
stronger than ever.
I understood how activism is essential to protect human dignity, which is easily vilified from power and how
activism is an indispensable tool for tackling abusive patterns and systematic human rights violations. And
in the face of our suffering and that of our families, only activism and commitment to human rights have
offered a window of hope, a constant renewal of efforts for non-repetition, and the search for justice and
reparation."

Geraldine Chacón

"An arbitrary arrest is, without a doubt, an event that would destabilize anyone, the
perspective on justice, on the elements that you control, and even on one's value is
affected. On the one hand, there is always a trauma that, for whatever reason, I
could be detained again.
Everything related to this incident generates an enormous amount of stress, mainly because I do not have
faith in the rule of law due to all the irregularities in the case and all those I witnessed during my detention.
On the other hand, I have high esteem for the impeccable work of the CDH-UNIMET, for all the efforts they
have made at all times, and finally for how exceptional the accompaniment has been for both the victims and
our families. Without a doubt, it is a vital task in our context because they are a constant reminder for a
system of law that lost its north."

Gregory Hinds
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Student protest at the University Interchange, 2017
Rodolfo Churión

ELECTORAL EVENT
OF MAY 20, 2018
On February 7, 2018, the National
Electoral Council (CNE as per its acronym
in Spanish) complied with the instruction
given by the illegitimate National
Constituent Assembly (ANC as per its
acronym in Spanish) to call for an
electoral event that it called presidential
elections to be held on April 22 of the
same
year.
This
event
was
later
rescheduled for May 20 and held in the
context of: a) the banning of political
parties Voluntad Popular and Primero
Justicia, as well as the coalition of parties
Mesa de la Unidad Democrática, the latter
done by legal means; b) failure to comply
with the electoral schedule, resulting in
non-compliance with the law governing
electoral processes; c) the censorship and
self-censorship of the few media that still
make a living in the country; d) the
threats of loss of social benefits given by
the State to some citizens in case of
withholding their vote; e) the presidential
promise to provide a monetary bonus to
those who attended the electoral event;

f).the
electoral
advantage
of
the
candidate Nicolás Maduro, President in
office; g) the distrust in the Electoral
System by Venezuelans[20]; h) the
existence of political prisoners and the
disqualification of possible candidates
without a prior or fair trial, as is the case
of Henrique Capriles Radonski.
All of the aforementioned made this
electoral event a process alien to free and
democratic elections since authentic
elections must involve:
[…] the respect for Human Rights, the
rescue of the validity of the right to
political participation, the empowerment of
voters to make them aware of their rights,
and the weight that their decisions have in
the authority of the Public Power, as an
expression of the citizen’s will. [21]

[20] This distrust was reaffirmed in 2017, when Smartmatic,
the company that was in charge of the electronic voting,
declared that in the vote for the illicit ANC “the difference
between the amount announced [by Chavism] and the one that
the system provides it is of at least a million voters”. BBC
Mundo
(August
2,
2017)
[Spanish]
Retrieved
from
https://bbc.in/2WDlF4A)
[21] CEPAZ (2018). Portrait of the Electoral Call, May 20, 2018
[Spanish]. Retrieved from https://tinyurl.com/y8n2sxr8
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A total of 46.07% of voters (9,389,056 people) attended the electoral event on May 20,
as reported by the National Electoral Council (CNE as per its acronym in Spanish), the
lowest participation in recent history, as a result of “low confidence in electoral
authorities and voting as a powerful tool for transforming political realities”[22], and

a large number of countries have disregarded both the event and its
results, placing the government in a complicated situation of legal
and political illegitimacy before citizens and before the world.

[22] Article 231 of the current Venezuelan Constitution establishes that <<The elected candidate shall take office as President of
the Republic on January 10 of the first year of his constitutional term, by taking an oath before the National Assembly. If due to any
supervening reason, the elected President of the Republic could not be sworn in before the National Assembly, he or she shall take
the oath of office before the Supreme Court of Justice.>> The constitutional period began on January 10, 2019. Therefore the
elections should take place before this date.
Traditionally, they have been held in the last quarter of the year before the start of the new presidential period: a) The elections
were held on December 3, 2006, corresponding to the Presidential Period of 2007-2013 (CNE (2016).Presidential Election of
December 3, 2006 [Spanish]. Retrieved from: http://www.cne.gob.ve/divulgacionPresidencial/resultado_nacional.php); b) The
elections were held on October 7, 2012, corresponding to the Presidential Period of 2013-2019, (CNE (2012).2012 Presidential
Disclosure [Spanish]. Retrieved from: http://www.cne.gob.ve/divulgacion_presidencial_2012/).

Repression at the University Interchange, 2017
Rodolfo Churión
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The bracelets of Mrs. Elvira Pernalete with the names of the young people
murdered in 2017. Óscar Calles / Provea, 2020

The CDH-UNIMET assists the parents and
relatives of five young men murdered in
the context of the peaceful protests of
2017: Juan Pablo Pernalete, Yorman
Bervecia, Luis Guillermo Espinoza, Nelson
Daniel Arévalo Avendaño and Rubén Darío
González.

Juan Pablo Pernalete Llovera
On April 26, 2017, Juan Pablo Pernalete
Llovera, a student at the Metropolitan
University with a scholarship granted in
the account of sports excellency, was
murdered by agents of the Venezuelan
State, specifically, National Guards. They
disproportionately
and
contrary
to
national and international norms for the
restoration of public order, repressed a
peaceful demonstration called by groups
opposed to the government of Nicolás
Maduro.
Juan Pablo exerted his human rights to
assembly, freedom of expression and
demonstration, enshrined in international
human rights covenants and treaties and
in the Venezuelan legal system, when a
National Guard, to this date unidentified,
fired a tear-gas bomb with a launcher
(shotgun or carbine) at a ninety-degree
angle (90°) and a distance of

VIOLATIONS OF THE
RIGHT TO LIFE AND
IMPUNITY
approximately less than 30 meters, as if it
was a projectile aimed directly towards
his body.
The bomb impacted the left side of his
chest, producing an "ecchymosis in the
left pectoral region," which caused a
"cardiogenic shock due to hemorrhagic
contusion caused by a closed thoracic
trauma at precordial level," resulting in
his death a few minutes later.
This National Guard agent seemed to have
tried to cause severe pain or physical
harm to Juan Pablo, to punish him for the
ideas he expressed and to intimidate
others, thus discouraging them from
partaking in demonstrations and making
sure that he would not protest again. The
damage was so severe; it deprived him of
his life.
This case has been investigated by the
Public Ministry, which has not indicted
anyone for several reasons, including the
refusal of members of the National Armed
Forces to provide necessary information
to hold the perpetrator as criminally
responsible, the constant replacement of
prosecutors in charge of the case.
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Also, government officials like Pedro
Carreño, Ernesto Villegas, and Delcy
Rodríguez promoting a false version of
what happened, to distort the facts and
thus hinder the search for the truth, using
television programs broadcasted by the
State channel (Venezolana de Televisión),
press conferences or press releases for
this matter.
Juan Pablo’s parents -Mr. José Gregorio
and Mrs. Elvira- attend the Public
Prosecutor’s Office weekly, and have held
multiple meetings with the Office of
Fundamental
Rights
of
the
Public
Prosecutor’s Office, maintaining an active
deed as victims. Still, the result is
continuously demoralizing due to the lack
of firm answers in the framework of a
truly impartial investigation, making them
feel like they will never obtain the justice
they are fighting for.
Besides, they filed a complaint to the
Public Prosecutor’s Office regarding the
inhuman and degrading treatment to
which they have been exposed to by
senior State officials since Juan Pablo’s
death. This case has also not been
subjected to a genuine, impartial, and
independent investigation. In November
2018, they participated in a psychological
test that confirmed they are indeed
victims of an inhuman and degrading
treatment that has harmed them.

On April 26, 2018, Mr. José
Gregorio Pernalete filed a
complaint to the United Nations
Human Rights Committee against
the Venezuelan State for the
extrajudicial execution of Juan
Pablo.

On December 1, 2018, lawyer Waldemar
Núñez, the legal representative of Juan
Pablo’s parents and cousin of Mr. José
Gregorio, was murdered under strange
circumstances. Waldemar Núñez also
helped relatives of other cases of
extrajudicial executions, such as the case
of Rubén Darío González.
Little is known about this investigation.
We know up until now that the Bolivarian
National Police took so long to request
the security camera footage of a building
close to the crime scene, that the
evidence ended up getting lost. Therefore,
Juan Pablo’s parents have not been able
to rule out or confirm if his death is
linked to the case. It is an unpunished
situation.

Testimonial
“Three
years
have
passed [by April 2020]
from the murder of our
son Juan Pablo.
Living without him has been a challenge, a daily
battle that we overcome one day at a time, a surge
of emotions that we carry together every day.
When one of us falls, the other one lifts. So we
experience physical, emotional, and psychological
tolls in the search for justice for our son, which is
consistently denied by the institutions in charge of
dispatching justice in Venezuela.
All this time, we have gone through tough
situations. Our son, with a promising future, has
been tried to be labeled by this government as a
terrorist and a criminal, hiding the truth about his
murder and continuing to do so to this day,
denying us justice.
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It has not been easy. We are faced with a flawed system, fighting against the State's impunity, where the
institutions responsible for delivering justice are not independent, where there is no rule of law for its
citizens. We have been subjected to persecution, intimidation, cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment.
This regime has taken our dreams, joys, and life projects away from us, along with so many other parents in
Venezuela, just because our children exerted their right to demonstration, freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly before an oppressive system. To this day, they continue to kill and imprison young people
just for thinking differently, destroying the country, society, and Venezuelan families.
We are aware that as long as this system, which does not guarantee the rights and freedom of Venezuelans,
continues, we will not obtain national justice about our son’s murder. Yet, we will continue to demonstrate
the denial of justice and document the impunity and human rights violations to which we are subjected.
Facing impunity in our country, we believe in international justice, which is why we have resorted to
international organizations and institutions responsible for ensuring human rights and providing justice for
crimes against humanity.
We will continue to pursue this longed-for justice, for which we work and fight every day for the love we
feel for a young man who only wanted to exercise his rights and have a better future in his country, which is
why he was executed."

José Gregorio and Elvira Pernalete
Juan Pablo Pernalete's parents

Tribute to Juan Pablo Pernalete at Unimet, 2017
Gustavo Vera / El Estímulo
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Yorman Bervecia Cabeza
On May 22, 2017, Yorman Bervecia, a 19year-old student, athlete, and merchant,
participated
in
a
demonstration
developing near a GNB Detachment in the
city of Barinas (Barinas State), called by
the student movement and the political
opposition, which was intended to
demand the creation of a humanitarian
channel.
A bullet hit Yorman after armed groups,
and military officials began attacking the
demonstration with firearms, despite the
Constitution, according to article 68,
prohibiting its use to control protests.
The case has been assigned to two
different prosecutors in the Public
Ministry. In July 2018, Yorman’s mother
was notified that the file had gone
“missing,” so no progress has been made
in the investigation.

Testimonial
“Yorman Bervecia was a
19 year old high school
student
who
loved
performing arts such as
such as mime, acting, and drama. He professed
his faith in God and was a member of the Christian
Church “Nuevo Remanente de Luz”; he was
dedicated to informal commerce and was
characterized by his ease of socializing, charisma,
and the gift of serving, his passion for defending
and protecting children.
He was a football lover, his favorite teams being
La Vinotinto, Zamora, and Barca.

Father to a beautiful boy, who at the time of his
murder was only a one-year-old.
He was killed by an alleged civilian who is a
member of a government paramilitary group.
However, it was also said to be a GNB Major.
When I began searching for justice for my son’s
murder, everything seemed to be going well at
first, but two months later, this search for justice
became an arduous struggle for me. Since every
action, I took before the Public Prosecutor’s Office
and at various institutions responsible for the
case, gave me counterproductive answers. Also,
on many other occasions, I was not even attended
to.
Reaching the point of incompetence, because in
July 2018 in one of my many visits to the First
National Prosecutor’s Office, Prosecutor María Di
Lorenzo asked the secretary for my son’s file,
which we could not get access to because she did
not find it. The Prosecutor replied that “a truth
commission sent by the Vice President had visited
them and asked them for all the files of the people
killed in protests.” I asked to what end they had
done that for, and the Prosecutor said that she
“knew nothing” from that visit and what they did.
On my subsequent visits to the Public Prosecutor’s
Office, the secretary came to tell me that in order
not to waste my time, it was better that I called
before coming to their offices. They gave me a
local number. But I did not get satisfactory results
the times I called them.
In October 2019, I addressed an official letter to
the Senior Prosecutor’s Office because the
Prosecutor assigned to the case could never
attend to me, and I was not given an explanation
about the file.
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On that day, the Assistant Prosecutor of the Senior Prosecutor came down to the waiting room, because of
my post-operative condition, I could not climb stairs. She showed respect in listening to me and confirmed
that the file was indeed misplaced.
Pencil and paper would be necessary to list the abuses, offenses, and mockery committed against those
who seek justice. I believe that they apply the same pattern to all of us. They play with us to fatigue and
subject us to threats and intimidation.
They branded my son as a terrorist, a criminal, and used the term “guarimbero.” They wanted to use him as a
political flag. I had to face this and more. Therefore, I conclude by saying, to whoever is necessary, to anyone
who can hear me and help me, I do not trust the work that the Public Ministry claims to carry out in the
supposed search for justice for my son’s case.
I take refuge in God and international institutions to obtain the true justice that corresponds to us since
everything goes unpunished in our country. ”

Luz Cabeza
Yorman Bervecia Cabeza's mother

Álvaro Hernández Angola / El Pitazo - Voyzes
Yorman Bervecia's son with documents alluding to his father, 2019

20

Luis Guillermo Espinoza
On June 5, 2017, Luis Guillermo Espinoza,
a 15-year-old high school student, went
out to protest at a sit-in in San Diego,
Carabobo State.
According to witnesses, GNB and PNB
officials
began
to
repress
the
demonstration, and a group of protesters,
including Luis Guillermo, were knelt by
members of the security forces. Luis
Guillermo was hit by a shotgun bullet in
the head at a close range and was taken
to a health center by local people, as the
National Guard officer who shot and
kicked him did not offer any help.
For two months and eight days, his
mother
had
to
fight
against
the
deteriorated Venezuelan health system,
having to personally bring all the supplies
needed for his child, from catheters to
food. Finally, on August 13, 2017, Luis
Guillermo died, being the last of the
twenty-two persons killed in the protests
that took place in Carabobo in 2017 [23].
The Public Ministry reported that the
incident would be investigated, through
the 20th and 22nd Public Prosecutor’s
Offices in Carabobo. However, the case
file maintains that there is “no evidence
that a bullet was found in the brain,”
contrary to the CT scan carried out on
Luis Guillermo while he was in the
hospital [24]
and whose results his
mother could not see.
This case was assigned to the 185th
Public Prosecutor’s Office with national
jurisdiction, following a meeting between
Luis Guillermo’s mother and the Deputy
Director of Human Rights of the Public
Ministry.

Mrs. Zulmith clearly stated how the Public
Prosecutor’s Offices had handled the case
and that they had not carried out any
efficient procedures to achieve truth and
justice.

Testimonial
"Life has changed. You
have to learn to live with
a pain that you can not
bear.
Your dreams were centered on your family, which,
in my case, was my only son. Living without those
dreams is like living in emptiness. Even if you do
not have the strength to keep on living, you feel
like you are missing something, because you do
not have the energy in your body. Getting up every
day is very hard, but you have to keep fighting,
fighting, mainly because you want to see justice.
In Venezuela, you do everything you have to, and
the criminal law system does not help, you
continuously see that the system does not give
you justice. I do not trust national justice. I know
that I have to keep fighting, and I do so by faith
because I know that evil will not overcome
goodness. Still, I do not go to the national system
trusting in it because everything there is a mess,
an obstacle; it is all the same; research is not
moving forward. I go to the Public Prosecutor’s
Office because I know it is part of what I have to
do to international instances.
My faith is in international justice. I know that my
son’s death was part of something greater, of a
plan, I know that they planned everything they did, I
know that they must answer to internal instances
and they will, I have faith.”

Zulmith Espinoza
Luis Guillermo Espinoza's mother
[23] Caraota Digital (June 11, 2019). Luis Guillermo Espinoza: a
story of unaccomplished dreams by a Nationals Guard’s weapon
[Spanish]. Retrieved from: tinyurl.com/ybtcx5dq
[24] Fermín, M. (December 25, 2017). Investigation into Luis
Guillermo Espinoza´s murder is surrounded by irregularities
[Spanish]. Efecto Cocuyo. Retrieved from tinyurl.com/y7tu6yj4
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Nelson Daniel Arévalo Avendaño
On June 16, 2017, 22-year-old Nelson
Arévalo, a law student at the Fermín Toro
University in Lara State, was murdered in
the vicinity of this university while
participating in a demonstration.
Witnesses of the case claim that he
received a shot to the neck coming from
the headquarters of the Administrative
Service for Identification, Migration, and
Aliens (SAIME as per its acronym in
Spanish) in El Ujano, located in the Santa
Rosa Parish, Municipality of Iribarren,
Barquisimeto, where members of the army
were stationed, carrying long shotgun-like
weapons.
In Nelson Arevalo’s case, just like Juan
Pablo Pernalete´s, a high official of the
national government [25] expressed a few
hours after the fact a cause of death
different to the one previously exposed,
explicitly indicating that he had died as a
result of the handling of a hand-made
mortar that exploded. This was affirmed
without any investigation having been
carried out and without the entity having
any responsibility on this case since it
should have been commissioned to the
Public Prosecutor’s Office.
Nelson was assisted by people who were
protesting along with him, transferring
him to the Razzeti Clinic, where he
entered between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.,
without any vital signs. There it was
indicated that he had died from "a
gunshot wound in the side of the neck."

The family has told us that
different sources have assured
them that a mortar can't cause
that type of injury.

On June 16, 2017, the case was assigned
to the 21rst Public Prosecutor’s Office,
responsible for human rights. On June 17,
this institution was replaced by the 6th
Public Prosecutor’s Office attached to the
Directorate of Common Crimes of the Lara
State. We draw attention to this
designation since it seems that the
prosecution has accepted the Minister’s
hypothesis and discarded the one from
the witnesses, which raises concerns
about a genuinely independent and
impartial
investigation
per
the
Venezuelan
legal
system
and
international standards.
The family has stressed that the
investigation
has
not
produced
a
definitive conclusion and has experienced
so many irregularities since June 16.
These three years on the road to justice
have made them distrust the national
justice system.

Testimonial
When you lose a child,
life takes a turn, and then
everything goes dark and
gray, projects, dreams,
and goals are lost.
There is only pain and sadness in the soul, and the
days go by without counting them, it is impossible
to fall asleep (a psychologist and some pills will
help you).
If you ask me how my life changed after my son
was murdered, that’s my answer. However, some
questions are hanging around in my head.

[25] Amnesty International. (2018). A Year After the 2017
Protests, the Death of Nelson Arevalo Remains Without a Culprit
[Spanish]. Retrieved from https://tinyurl.com/ybh3tqrf
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Why? Who did it? If Venezuela was robbed, plundered, our social rights were stolen, why is my son being
murdered for going out to protest the decline to which they have led our country?
Today, almost three years after that fateful day, life continues to change, nothing will restore my joy, I will
never see his smile again, I will not live with him anymore, but he will live in me, and that keeps me standing. I
want peace to come to my country through justice and not through silence due to oppression, and the
dreams of young people to not be extinguished by a bullet to the neck.
I dare say that our country's judicial system is biased, making it inefficient, which is why we have been on this
tortuous road for almost three years without getting justice.
We, parents of the young murdered people, have hope on international instances to help us achieve justice
and clear the memory of our sons and daughters.

Damary Avendaño Pérez
Nelson Daniel Arévalo Avendaño's mother

Karen Paradas / El Pitazo, 2017
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Rubén Darío González
On July 10, 2017, Rubén Darío González, a
16-year-old
high
school
student,
participated in the "Trancazo Nacional"
called by the opposition, in La Isabelica,
Carabobo state.
The demonstration was suppressed by
GNB
members,
who,
according
to
witnesses, "arrived at the site with two
tanks, throwing tear gas, pellets and
shooting gunshots from firearms (from
long and short weapons)"[26].
Rubén Darío would be shot in the chest,
dying on the same day[27]. So far, the
case remains in impunity.
The Prosecutor's Office requested the
Hearing a few months ago, which has not
yet been set.

Testimonial
"When my son was
murdered,
it
totally
changed my life. I am a
mother and a father to
my children, and since Rubén was murdered,
nothing is the same, everything changed. I worked,
I do not anymore, and it is not because I am lazy,
but because what we went through as a family
blocked me, I did not even want to leave my house,
even my sleeping habits changed, I do not sleep as
I used to. From that moment on, life has been very
hard, but I must move on for my other remaining
children.
On July 27, 2017, I went to the Public Ministry
and filed a complaint about my son’s death, and
since that day, I have not rested in seeking
justice.
At first, I could not get any answers here in
Valencia, and that is why I went to Caracas in
search of a National Prosecutor. With the help of
Dr. Waldemar Núñez, I managed to get one
assigned to me, the 85th National Prosecutor,
Simón Adrián. I have had to travel to Caracas every
15 days or monthly, without fail, to see the status
of the case, my case is still under investigation. I
have had the support of Dr. Andrea Santacruz and
CDH-UNIMET.
The truth is that I don’t believe in national justice, I
believe in international justice, although I know it is
very slow.”

Dexy González
Rubén Darío González's mother

Mrs. Dexy González and Mr. José Gregorio Pernalete
in a peaceful demonstration, 2019

[26] Interview with witnesses, whose identities are protected.
[27]
Runrun.
(n.d.).
2017
Protests:
Rubén
Darío
González
[Spanish].
Retrieved
from:
https://runrun.es/protestas2017/ruben-dario-gonzalez-jimenez/
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4th Annual Meeting of Human Rights Defenders, 2018
Ana María Ramírez / Provea

ORGANIZATIONAL
AND ADVOCACY
ACTIVITIES
On June 18, 2018, our Executive Director,
Professor
Santacruz,
addressed
the
European Parliament at the event Time for
Change?
Venezuela
After
the
2018
Elections.

Also, along with Aula Abierta, the Human
Rights Observatory of the Los Andes
University and the Center for Peace and
Human Rights "Padre Luis María Olaso,"
we organized the 1rst Conference of the
Americas on Academic Freedom, University
Autonomy and Human Rights in the Higher
Education Field, which took place on
November 12 and 13, 2018 at the UNIMET
facilities, with a call for more than 150
people.

Also, we collaborated with CivilisDerechos Humanos in the organization of
the 4th Annual Meeting of Human Rights
Defenders, which took place at the
Metropolitan University facilities on
November 14 and 15, 2018, and was
attended by more than 250 activists from
21 states of the country, representing 150
national organizations.

Above: Professor Andrea Santacruz with Lexys
Rendón, from the Peace Laboratory, and other
activists at the closing of the IV National Meeting of
Human Rights Defenders, 2018.Ana María Ramírez /
Provea
Beside: Professor Santacruz before the European
Parliament, 2018
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The Metropolitan University's raintree, 2018
Martha Viaña

JANUARY-DECEMBER

2019

Ana Contreras, president of the nurses union in a demonstration, 2020
Sergio González

On January 10, 2019, Nicolás Maduro was
sworn in for his second term as President
by the Supreme Court of Justice, in
contravention to Article 231 of the
Constitution[28] and with serious doubts
about the original legitimacy of his
mandate (see Electoral Event of May 20,
2018).
Thus,
several
human
rights
organizations declared that, from that
moment on, the Maduro government
should be considered de facto.[29]
On January 23, the President of the
Legislative Branch, Juan Guaidó, was
sworn
in
as
Acting
President
of
Venezuela, following an analogous and
comprehensive application of article 233
of the Constitution[30] per articles 333
and 350[31], , thereof translating Nicolás
Maduro’s illegitimacy into a power
vacuum, and thus into the complete
absence of the President of the Republic.
Fifty-four States[32], including the interAmerican
system
-Organization
of
American States-, recognized Guaidó as
the legitimate President of Venezuela.
Since a power duality has been generated
within the Venezuelan State, where one
government has a legitimacy of origin,
but no control over the State, and the
other, being de facto, maintain control of
the use of force.

DEEPENING OF THE
COMPLEX
HUMANITARIAN
EMERGENCY AND POWER
DUALITY
This results in the duplicity of several
institutions. For example, there are two
Supreme Courts of Justice and two
legislative powers (the ANC and the AN,
which holds the opposition majority).
Similarly, throughout 2019, the Complex
Humanitarian Emergency in the country
continued to deepen. There were severe
failures in public services, including a
national blackout that lasted five days in
March. Hunger, deaths from disease, and
lack of medicines intensified, and the
migration crisis worsened.
[28] Article 231: The elected candidate shall take up the office of President of the
Republic on January 10 of the first year of his constitutional term, by oath before
the National Assembly. If for any reason, the President of the Republic is unable to
take up office before the National Assembly, he or she shall do so before the
Supreme Court of Justice.
[29] PROVEA. (2019). Provea Facing January 10: Any Usurped Authority is Ineffective
and
its
Acts
are
Null
and
Void
[Spanish].
Retrieved
from:
https://tinyurl.com/y6wzwtzp
[30] Article 233. The President of the Republic shall be guilty of a complete
absence: in case of his death, resignation or dismissal by a decision of the Supreme
Court of Justice [...] When the President-elect is completely absent before taking
office, a new universal, direct and secret election shall be held within thirty
consecutive days. While the new President is elected and takes office, the President
of the National Assembly shall be in charge of the Republic's Presidency. If the
complete absence of the President of the Republic occurs during the first four years
of the constitutional period, a new universal, direct and secret election shall be held
within the next thirty consecutive days. While the new President is elected and
takes office, the President of the Republic shall be the Executive Vice-president.
[31] Article 333. This Constitution's validity shall not cease if it is no longer
observed by force or repealed by any other means other than those provided for in
the Constitution. In such an eventuality, any citizen invested or not invested with
authority shall have the duty to cooperate to restore its effective validity. Article
350. The people of Venezuela, faithful to their republican tradition, struggle for
independence, peace, and freedom, would ignore any regime, legislation or authority
that ran counter to democratic values, principles, and guarantees or undermined
human rights.
[32] Camacho, M. (2019). These are the 54 Countries that Recognize Guaidó as
President and that Maduro Ignores [Spanish]. Panam Post. Retrieve from:
https://tinyurl.com/ybyb694m
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The then president of the FCE-UNIMET at the Simón
Bolívar International Bridge, 2019 / Daniel Álvarez

MURDERS AND ARRESTS IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE PEACEFUL
PROTESTS CALLED BY THE STUDENT
MOVEMENT
On November 10, 2019, the UNIMET
student movement, along with other
universities, joined the National Assembly
´s public accusation of Nicolas Maduro’s
illegitimate inauguration. According to
this Legislative Power, he was usurping
office. On that same day, the student
movement announced its total support to
all the calls for action the National
Assembly made in the context of the
peaceful protests established as a
constitutional right.
Therefore, the student movement bowed
to
the
eight
calls
for
peaceful
demonstrations organized by the National
Assembly and participated in town
councils and neighborhood assemblies.

During the repression that occurred on
that
day,
two
new
cases
were
documented, following a pattern based on
firing tear gas directly towards the body
(as observed in Juan Pablo Pernalete´s
case in 2017) of the civilians protesting at
the Santander and Simon Bolivar bridges.
These two cases were:
Oriana Gutiérrez (from Barquisimeto), who
was injured at the Francisco de Paula
Santander
International
Bridge.
She
claims that while she was helping a
fainted woman, a tear-gas bomb was fired
directly into her chest.

Various members of the UNIMET student
movement were on the Colombian border
on February 23, responding to the help
call for the entrance of humanitarian aid
to the country.
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Journalist Gabriela González documented
another tear gas bomb's firing, used as a
projectile, from the Venezuelan side of
the Simón Bolívar International Bridge,
which hit the chest of an unidentified
man.

There were no arrests of students or
members of the Metropolitan University’s
community during the peaceful protests in
Caracas.
However, CDH-UNIMET members learned
of at least two arbitrarily detained
persons on March 9, 2019, for shouting
slogans against Nicolas Maduro. These
people were not part of our university’s
community; they were two young students
from the Central University of Venezuela.
The information was provided to the
Human Rights Center of the Andrés Bello
Catholic University, with whom we have
worked in alliance and who, in exchange,
informed us about the referral of the case
to Defensa UCV.
On March 11, journalist and human rights
defender Luis Carlos Díaz was arbitrarily
detained by officials of the Bolivarian
National Intelligence Service (SEBIN). He
was forcibly disappeared for several
hours. Luis Carlos was not allowed to
communicate with his relatives or his
trusted lawyer,

who were not informed about his location
at
any
of
the
political
police
headquarters. Nor were they given any
information about his status, causing a
situation where he could not effectively
exercise his constitutional rights and
guarantees.
Besides, his house was raided without
complying with the provisions to do so in
the law. He was brought before the Courts
of the Republic on March 12 and released
under restrictions on the same day; in
exchange for his excarceration he was
freed under preventive measures, these
being: periodic presentations before a
court of law, prohibition on leaving the
country and ban on testifying in his case,
the latter also being arbitrarily and
unlawfully imposed on his lawyers.

We are concerned that, although
a commission of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights Office was in the
country, a policy of persecution
towards the dissidence was
maintained as a form of attack
on civilians, employing arbitrary
detentions, this time selective,
and enforcing disappearances
executed by intelligence
agencies such as SEBIN.
We also monitored through traditional
media and social networks, documenting
that, between January 21 and May 2,
sixty-two alleged extrajudicial executions
occurred nationwide in the context of
demonstrations, classified as follows:
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Date of the event
“Date of the event" refers to the
day the person was injured,
whether or not he or she died on
the day of the event.
The day with the most injuries
was on January 23, with 29% (18
cases), caused by that day’s
protests, followed by January 24
with 16% (10 cases).

Place of the event
The
state
with
the
most
extrajudicial executions in the
context of peaceful demonstrations
was Bolívar, with 24% (15 deaths),
followed by the capital, Caracas,
with 22% (14 deaths).

Gender of the victim
As for the gender of the victims,
89% (55 victims) were male, and
11% (7 victims) were female.

Rodolfo Churión
Repression at the University Interchange, 2017, 2017

Female
Male
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Age group
Regarding the victim's age group,
the majority (44% or 27 cases)
ranged between 18 and 25 years
of age.
18 cases (29%) ranged between
the ages of 26 and 40, and 14%
were minors.

Security forces involved
About the involvement of security
forces, the Bolivarian National
Guard is the most lethal branch of
the Armed Forces, participating in
36% of the cases, and the
“colectivos” (paramilitary groups),
acting with the acquiescence of
the State, make up 20% of the
cases. Lastly, the Special Actions
Force of the PNB (FAES as per its
acronym in Spanish) is involved in
14% of the events.

In most cases, there was more than one state security body involved in the repression
and the disproportionate use of force. In 7% of the cases (10 murders), there is no
further information about the security forces involved, but the murder occurred in the
middle of demonstrations.
All this data alert us about an increase in violence on behalf of Nicolás Maduro and
those who exercise a de facto government along with him, aggravating the current
crisis, the Complex Humanitarian Emergency, the context in which the political crisis
unfolds and the social and economic life of the country. Similarly, the impunity seen
in cases such as Juan Pablo Pernalete’s, Yorman Bervecia’s, Luis Guillermo Espinoza’s,
Nelson Arévalo’s and Rubén Darío González’ would encourage the State to maintain a
policy of attacking the dissident civilian population, using patterns such as the use of
non-lethal weapons (like tear gas) to cause irreversible damage.
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The Unimet's Rector in the walk-in tribute to Juan Pernalete, 2017
Gustavo Vera / El Estímulo

On February 14, 2019, a large militia
group was seen at the base of the
University Interchange, one of the main
access routes to the UNIMET campus. On
the morning of February 15, at around
10:30
a.m.,
armed
militiamen
and
members of the National Armed Forces,
also armed, were spotted installing a tent.

THREATS TO
THE UNIMET
CAMPUS

On February 15 at 2:00 p.m. it was
learned that a group of militiamen, some
with their faces covered and dressed in
camouflage (with artificial weeds) and
carrying long weapons, marched along the
University Interchange, even positioning
themselves on the terrain of the
Metropolitan
University,
apparently
carrying out military exercises in the
framework of the Bicentennial of the
Congress of Angostura.
A professor (whose identity is kept
confidential)
took
the
following
photographs from her vehicle at 2:06 p.m.:

There is no justification for officials of
the security forces to carry out military
exercises at the university entrance, a
representation of civility, excellence, and
the search for knowledge, so we conclude
that the ultimate objective of these
events is to intimidate the members of
the Metropolitan University.
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NATIONAL
BLACKOUT OF
MARCH 2019
On
Thursday,
March
7,
2019,
at
approximately 5:00 p.m., there was a
nationwide power outage that triggered
an electrical and water crisis that
continues to unfold. The causes of the
blackout are not known with certainty.
The then Minister of Energy, Major
General Luis Motta Domínguez, declared
that an "electricity war caused it". At the
same time, Nicolás Maduro spoke of "four
international attacks": two cybernetics,
one electromagnetic, and a fire in an
electrical substation.
However, the most likely cause is the lack
of maintenance of the Venezuelan
electrical system. The Academic Council
of the Metropolitan University, reunited in
permanent session No. 517, declared on
March 12, 2019, its "dismay at the energy
crisis [whose] causes were long identified
and pointed out by the most important
technical experts of the country."

Sergio González
People collect water from the slopes of the Guaire River, 2019

The blackout affected all 23 states of the
country, with areas that remain without
continuous electricity. The telephone
lines collapsed, and the water service was
also
suspended.
According
to
Congressman José Manuel Olivares, by
March 12, twenty-six people had died due
to the lack of power in hospitals.
Francisco Valencia, Director of CODEVIDA,
reported that as of March 13, twenty renal
patients had died due to the inability to
perform dialysis treatment.
At the Metropolitan University, the
chronology of the blackout was as
follows:
The power went out on March 7, at 5:51
p.m.
Returned on March 8, at 1:47 p.m.
Went out on March 8, at 4:47 p.m.
Returned on March 8, at 7:07 p.m.
Went out on March 9, at 12:37 p.m.
Returned on March 10, at 4:51 a.m.
Went out on March 10, at 11:42 a.m.
Returned on March 10, at 3:25 p.m.
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Since Monday, March 11, there have been
short power outages, but the electricity
service had not been wholly interrupted
again until Monday, March 18, when it
went out for half an hour at 9:00 a.m. On
Tuesday, March 19, the power went out
once more from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
However, members of the community
spent between 75 and 130 consecutive
hours without electricity, and several
reported having to throw away food due
to the inability to conserve it without
power. The energy crisis has led to a
water crisis since without electricity, it is
impossible to pump the liquid to homes,
hospitals, and other institutions.

Members of the Metropolitan
University’s community stated
that they had no electricity or
water in their homes until March
17, 2019, eleven days after the
electricity crisis began.
Citizens have even needed to collect
water from one of the heavily polluted
slopes of the Guaire River, according to
information disseminated by the media.
During the blackout, the Venezuelan State
radicalized its attack on freedom of the
press. On March 10, journalist Heberlizeth
González of Analítica reported that while
covering a protest in Valencia, GNB
members attacked her and her team,
pointing a gun at her, beating her driver
and erasing her journalistic material.
On
March
11,
Geovany
Zambrano
Rodríguez (a CORPOELEC worker, the
company in charge of electrical services)
was intercepted by a grey van in Puerto
Ordaz, Bolívar State, and was forcibly
disappeared for several hours.

On February 18, 2019, along with other
workers, Geovany had denounced the
critical situation of the electricity system
and was therefore forcibly retired.
A few hours after his release, Geovany was
again arbitrarily detained by alleged
SEBIN officials and disappeared for more
than 20 hours. On March 14, his
presentation hearing was postponed.
According to PROVEA, on March 18, the
presentation hearing took place. The Court
issued a measure to deprive him of his
freedom.
CDH-UNIMET documented the cases of
five alleged extrajudicial executions in
the contexts of protests over the lack of
water and electricity:
Between March 10 and 11, Omar Enrique
Velázquez (15 years old), Luis Alberto
Materán Ojeda (31 years old) and Ángel de
Jesús Reyes (23 years old) were murdered
in Barquisimeto.
On March 10, in the municipality of Colón,
Zulia State, Geovanny Espinoza (21 years
old) was murdered by alleged “colectivos”.
Finally, Antonio Velázquez Rivas, 28, was
murdered on March 13 in Puerto Píritu,
Anzoátegui State.

Above: Juan Barreto / AFP, 2019
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The High Commissioner with NGOs, 2019
Guillermo Suárez / COFAVIC

MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS WITH
VICTIMS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS
On June 20, 2019, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Dr.
Michelle Bachelet, held a meeting with
victims and human rights organizations,
which took place at the facilities of the
Metropolitan University, in concordance
with the UN Human Rights Council
resolution
entitled
“Promotion
and
Protection of Human Rights in the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela”[33] of
September 2018, in which a complex
humanitarian emergency involving severe
human rights violations is recognized.
The High Commissioner met for five hours
–from 5:30 in the afternoon to 10:30 at
night– with more than 200 people,
including victims of grave human rights
violations (arbitrary arrests, torture,
extrajudicial
executions)
and
their
families, as well as members of dozens of
human rights organizations.
One of the meetings, coordinated by CDHUNIMET, occurred with relatives of young
people killed in protests during 2014,
2017, and 2019. The Centre ceded its
minutes of intervention to the victims so
that they had more time to express
themselves.

Among those attending the meeting were
the parents and relatives of Juan Pablo
Pernalete,
Yorman
Bervecia,
Luis
Guillermo Espinoza, Nelsón Arévalo and
Rubén Darío González, whose cases
remain in impunity.
The High Commissioner mentioned the
case of Juan Pablo in her closing remarks:
[34]:

“A father proudly showed me the
trophy and medals his son had won
playing basketball before he was
killed while participating in a protest
in 2017”

[33] UN (2018). Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela [Spanish]. Retrieved from
tinyurl.com/yaj8o5dh
[34] PROVEA (2019). Statement by the High Commissioner for
Human Rights at the End of her Visit to Venezuela [Spanish].
Retrieved from: tinyurl.com/yc4xju9m
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Andrea Santacruz at the 5th Meeting of Human Rights Defenders, 2019
Sergio González / Provea

ORGANIZATIONAL
AND ADVOCACY
ACTIVITIES
Throughout 2019 the Center expanded its
reach and incidence. On February 14,
2019, the hearing about the General
Situation
of
Human
Rights
in
Venezuela
took
place
within
the
framework of the 171rst Session of the
Inter-American Commission for Human
Rights (IACHR), which was requested by
the CDH-UNIMET along with other
organizations[35] and where the speakers
used a report on university rights sent
from this Centre. Subsequently, on April
25,
the
event
Human
Rights
and
Transitional Justice in Venezuela was held,
this was organized by the Center along
with other organizations and moderated
by the Deputy Director of CDH-UNIMET
Professor Victoria Capriles, with an
attendance of more than 200 people.
On May 9, 2019, for the first time, the
CDH-UNIMET addressed a Session of the
IACHR, in this case, the 172nd Session, at
the hearing called Political Crisis, the
National
Assembly
and
Justice
in
Venezuela[36], held in Kingston, Jamaica.

At the hearing, our Executive Director,
Professor Andrea Santacruz, stressed that
the [37]:

"serious human rights violations
that have developed in the
context of the humanitarian
emergency […] appear to be
occurring as part of a systematic
and widespread attack against
the civilian population, as a
State policy.”
[35] Defiende Venezuela / ACPEM / Espacio Público / CDH-UCAB / Aula Abierta /
Asociación Civil Acceso a la Justicia / Asociación Civil Centro de Animación Juvenil /
Asociación Civil Consorcio, Desarrollo y Justicia / Asociación Civil Epikeia /
Asociación de Profesores de la UCV / Asociación de Profesores de la ULA /
Asociación de Profesores de la UNEG / APUZ / Cátedra de DDHH de la Universidad
Centroccidental Lisandro Alvarado / Centro de Estudiantes de la Escuela de
Bioanálisis de la Universidad de Carabobo / CEPAZ / Centro de Formadores para la
Democracia / Centro para la paz y los Derechos Humanos de la UCV / Colegio de
Profesores de Venezuela / Seccional Táchira / Comité de Conflicto ULA / Comisión
de Derechos Humanos de la Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas y Políticas de LUZ /
Comisión Nacional de Derechos Humanos de la Federación de Colegios de Abogados
Capítulo Nueva Esparta / CODHEZ / Comité de Derechos Humanos de La Guajira /
Consorven / Educa Zulia / Excubitus Derechos Humanos en Educación / FAPUV
FENASOPADRES / FEVECIPOL / Fundaredes para educación / Movimiento Estudiantil:
Juventud Social Universitaria 225 / Movimiento Estudiantil: Juventud Hechos UCV /
Movimiento Estudiantil: Soberanía Innovadora Universitaria SIU / Movimiento
Estudiantil: Unidad Universitaria 6 / Movimiento Estudiantil: UCAT DIFERENTE /
Movimiento Estudiantil: Movimiento UDO / ODH-ULA / Padres Organizados de
Venezuela / PROVEA / Proyecto 860 / Proyecto de Extensión, Visibilización y
Educación de los Derechos Humanos de FACES de la UC / Rectorado de la ULA / Red
de Defensores de Derechos Humanos de Nueva Esparta / Secretaría de la Universidad
de Carabobo / Un Mundo Sin Mordaza / Veedores de la Educación
[36] IACHR [Inter-American Commission on Human Rights]. (May 10,
2019). Venezuela: Political Crisis, National Assembly and Justice [Spanish]. [Video
Archive]. Retrieved from: https://tinyurl.com/ybnpgsoy
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On June 17, 2019, the CDH-UNIMET, along
with the Human Rights Center of the
Andrés Bello Catholic University, Acceso a
la Justicia and Civilis-Derechos Humanos,
presented its Manual on the Right to
International Protection in Major Crisis[38],
a document aimed at providing knowledge
and practical references to support
international protection requirements,
facing the severe and multiple human
rights impacts in large-scale crises,
focusing mainly on the disasters occurring
due
to
complex
humanitarian
emergencies, migration and refugee crisis
and crisis due to crimes against humanity.

That same month, and within the
celebrations of the 49th anniversary
of the founding of Unimet, we
renewed our image, changing the logo
that
we
had
had
since
our
constitution as a Human Rights Unit
more than a decade ago.
The design was created by Carmen
Helena García, taking as inspiration
the raintree, symbol of the University.

In October, we participated in the
interactive photographic display exhibited
at the Museum of Modern Art in Bogotá,
Colombia, during the Enlaza Venezuela
event, a collaborative platform for
Venezuelan civil society organizations, an
initiative of the Colombian organization
Dejusticia.
We also made our website available to the
public: https://www.unimet.edu.ve/cdh-unimetenglish-version/
On October 31, the event From Pain to
Action took place in homage to Juan Pablo
Pernalete, which focused on how victims
of serious human rights violations can
turn their pain into action, achieving
justice and reparation. Among the
speakers were Yris Medina and Claudia
Carrillo, co-founder and coordinator of
the Cofavic psychosocial care area, and
Raúl Cubas, a survivor of the Argentinian
ESMA.

[38] Civilis-DDHH; CDH UNIMET; CDH UCAB & Acceso a la
Justicia (2019). Manual on the Right to International Protection in
Major Crisis [Spanish]. Retrieved from: tinyurl.com/yaeejz3z
Beside: Professor Andrea Santacruz next to the CDH-UNIMET
interactive booth at the Museum of Modern Art in Bogotá.
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In November, our Comparative Study
between Retributive Justice and Restorative
Justice, as a Basis for the Design of
Reparations for a Transitional Justice
System in Venezuela,[39] was published.
This investigation was carried out along
with the UCAB Center for Human Rights. It
is aimed at contributing to the debate on
how a possible transitional justice system
could be structured in the country.

Similarly, for a second consecutive year,
the CDH-UNIMET collaborated with the
logistics of the 5th Annual Meeting of
Human Rights Defenders, which took place
at the Metropolitan University. Here, 162
people participated, from 22 states of the
country and Caracas, representing 101
human rights organizations[40].

Also, Professors Santacruz and Capriles,
together with Professor Rogelio PérezPerdomo, who is part of the Center’s
Advisory
Board,
conducted
an
investigation entitled Repression, justice
and law in today’s Venezuela (2013-2019)
which will be published throughout 2020
in the peer-reviewed journal Oñati Sociolegal Series.
Finally,
alongside
PROVEA,
we
continuously support the parents of the
cases attended by the Centre (Juan Pablo
Pernalete,
Yorman
Bervecia,
Luis
Guillermo Espinoza, Nelsón Arévalo and
Rubén Darío González), along with the
relatives of Fabián Urbina Barrios, Daniel
Queliz,
Leonardo
González,
Miguel
Castillo, Yoinier Peña, Manuel Sosa,
Augusto Puga, Roberto Duran and Luis
Alviarez, in the creation of a victims
committee:.Alianza de Familiares y Víctimas de 2017 (ALFAVIC-2017 as per its
acronym in Spanish) which was presented
to the public on December 10, 2019.

[39] CDH UNIMET; CDH UCAB (2019). Comparative Study
Between Retributive Justice and Restorative Justice as a Basis for
the Design of Reparations for a Transitional Justice System in
Venezuela [Spanish]. Retrieved from: tinyurl.com/ydc8r5la
[40] Acción Solidaria. (2019). 5th Encounter of Human Rights
Defenders [Spanish]. Retrieved from tinyurl.com/y6u833ht
Above: Public presentation of ALFAVIC-2017, 2019 / Provea
On the upper side: Professor Capriles at the IV Human Rights Fair (FDH2019),
2019 / Ángel López - Codhez
Beside: Closure of the 5th Meeting of Human Rights Defenders,
2019 / Sergio González - Provea
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Student protest at the University Interchange, 2017
Rodolfo Churión

CONCLUSIONS
Considering the information previously
exposed, we fear that severe and
systematic violations of human rights will
deepen and that the suffering of the
Venezuelan population will increase in a
complex humanitarian emergency with no
sustainable solution over time.
Due to this, the migratory crisis will
deepen. It has already been estimated
that by 2020 this migratory process will
overcome the Syrian phenomenon[41],
which has remained the most massive
refugee crisis globally for several years.

This is a terrible omen for the citizens of
the world. The unpunished loss of
freedoms in Venezuela is an example of
unlimited power, which puts human rights
in the region and the world at risk.
In this complex context, CDH-UNIMET
reaffirms its commitment to the defense
and promotion of human rights and its
work in the search for justice, truth,
reparation, and guarantees of nonrepetition.

To the victims, we say: You
are not alone. You have our
support and assistance,
today and always.
Impunity
in
Venezuela
opens
the
possibility of more violent events, with
deplorable damage and irreparable losses,
where the constitutional rule of law
remains broken.

[41] “Venezuela would overcome the Syrian migration
phenomenon in 2020" (November 26, 2019). El País. [Spanish]
Retrieved from https://tinyurl.com/ychc2lt3
Beside: Venezuelans crossing the Táchira River into Colombia,
2018 / Vincent Tremeau - UNHCR
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